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'acvounts of government mdecxs:on and meptltude durmg:.;'f{
ithe disastrous Bay of Pigs affair in April, 1961, must <
.| :inevitably cast a foreboding shagow over the grim pro-;

rceedings now under way at the White House.

-  Some of the characters involved fow were involved then, The ..
¢itizens con only hope that lessons have been learned and that the,;
’ ‘endlem conferences will :

g}oduce improvement in- judgments. .
After an extended, Madison
1 Avenue kind of pubhcxty buildup

; the last"10 days, President John-
Ison is huddling with the bestt
advisers the government: canp
loffer to make the new and serious
'decisions which must “certainly [
‘commlt tens of thousands more
American tmops 19/ the war in
i Viet Nam. * -

- The' delfberations began yes-
rterday after’ Defense Secretary
' Robert McNamara returned from
;Saigon, They probably will- go
'mto tomorrow. It is believed
,hkely that when the fateful deci-
i sions have been reached, Johnson
will call Congressignal leaders to 8
the White House for a “briefing,” &
then immediately -release. the
tough news to the public—the
figures on how many men are
| needed, and when. .

This could come tommrow, or
no later than Saturday. Then, on
Monday or Tuesday, if one time-
1table holds, the President would =——
| send a special message to Con-
) gress asking for specific author-

lANDmn

Gen. William Westmoreland
Wants more fighter-bombers
.1ty to mobilize the reserves and for gentral backing in his w.u‘
planning for at least the next six months.

The President has been told that the Army wants 400,000 nen |

in South Viet Nam, believing a. force this size is required to
“stabilize” the sxtuatxon. nt

Best betting among knowledegeable members of Congress ig:
that the Administration will find that the deployment of 250,000
J men through next January should be sufficient to stave off the

" Advisers Remember Last Reserves Snafu

(‘en. William Westmoreland, the U.S. commander in Saigon,
asked for an '\d(lmonal seven or clght ‘squadrons of USAFP fighiter-
bombers, and he mny get five or s:x.

: Word seeping ayound Congress is that the President would like-
to restrict the mobilizations of reserves to the call-up of one National’

| i Guard division plus assorted smaller reserve units which would equal

ln second division in total .,tvength

i Final decisions were still in the offing. The mobilization would

i'not be done lightly or too hastily aud without sufficient preparation.
. Among the White Housg deliberators, McNamara, Secretary of State
Dean Rusle and Presidential adviser McGeov ge Bundy could claim at
.least psyehic wound stripes from the Bay of Pigs finsco and the

'"messy reserves’ upwnr over thu pm tial mobilization aiter the Berhn i

iWall was built,

, They don't want to avoxd local turmoil neally as much ‘as does
rLyndon Johnson, a close observer of.the previous affairs who, &

L e

] 'Commumst Viet Cong and allow the South Vlet Namese army to+:
- et on wn.h a bit more pacxfxcatxon. -
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‘am prisingly, has not yet been mentioned as a con.ﬁdam or adviser ) K N
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fpeech writer, and Arthur Schlcsmnger Jr. are out in
Y4rsions of that fiasco, as is Richard Bissell, the former

5 of i .
1" This' leuon, ‘at' hutﬂm bcen leamed. \ 'l'he JCB wu at the|

" by-tery of Johnson's Exclusion From War Councils

The President’s loud and hearty attention to his Great Society

iwing the last year has caused many to overlook a touch of history.|.;:

‘hnson has been one of the keenest students of military affairs in

pngrest, and he knows where more bodies are buried at the Penta-]"
romotion board. He was long a member of |}

- than the last Army
¢ old House Naval Affairs Committee, No. 1 student of Chairman

In'l Vinson (D-Ga.), and later was a member of the Senate Armed

iviees Committee,
Back in 1950, Johnson'’s blast at the condition of the nation’s

fcnses brought an inveshgatlon. which he headed, and creation|:
Armed Services Preparedness subcommittee, which|-
ran like a drill sergeant, One’ might mention that as preparedness}:
ajirmany he hired a young lawyer named Cyrus Vance as an|
aistumt’ gounsel, Vance is now .deputy defense secretary and has|.
t exactly been out of touch with LBJ since. he’ went to the|
P pntaiguil in Jonuary, 1061, .

Ny

"the -Senate

Action May Add to- Pressure on North Viet Nam

"It is impossible to overestimate the seriousness of the White’ !

use talks and the decisions forthcoming shortly, and it is perhaps

otlight.

tent. But the advertisement of intentions mx(i ht add to the pres-
re on North Viet Nam to call off the dogs be
d, perhaps, a world is aflame.

y of Pigs hocus<pocus, where the late President Kennedy scems
have been ili-advised and misled, Theodore Sorensen, th{all JF}E&
ulilishe

IA~
o was tagged as scapegoat, !
The riew reviews of failure don't add. much in temu of fact.

int Chiefs of Staff.

itten approval of one invasion plan or anothtr,
But nowhere

nce that the &

ich involved the' nnt)on'- honor,

Pigs.

CS ever sat down and worked over a war plan!
That, would havc stopped tho

Nl-l

h Houn todu*

"hia fact, too, is peculiai!’ The failure, if indeed there was|:
e-—and these “inside” accounts: have odd gaps—of the late]
Plesident Kennedy to bring Johnson into the Cuban war councils.]

11 that these affairs are bemg hrmdled under a ehberately focused ]
This hds the disadvantage of hppmg the Communlsts, to somel:
fore it is too late] ¥

ertainly anything, almost, would be an lmpwvement over the|"

ere still remains some loose hnndling of participation by the|
Two members appear to' have pxoffemd A

50 far as can be detérmined, has .there been ev{- :
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